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Looking back over all these years since 1912, it is of
interest to try ancl picture the atmosphere of that Coron-
ation*
The intensity of feeling was beyond description. It was
a new reign after the Great War, The Pope was stressing
already his desire for peace. Great hopes were in the
hearts of everyone, and those who were present say that
the intensity of feeling outside was translated into an
amazing fervour of devotion, first finding vent in a
swelling surge of acclamation as soon as the silver trumpets
announced His Holiness1 entry, It seemed never to sub-
side wholly throughout: the ceremony, not even when the
Pope's gesture implored silence at the Sic Transit* There
was silence only for one moment at the Consecration*
when it made the contrast of sudden absolute dead silence
impressive heyornl words. Immediately afterwards the
waves seemed to spread again throughout the B&silica,
culminating in the surge, stranger than ever, when Hi*
Holiness finally mounted the Sedia Gt*statoria, and wan
borne out blessing his people as he passedL
When those inside slowly streamed out of the Basilica
they found outside a similar feeling, and His Holiness,
realising that something must be done* appeared for the
second time on the Loggia and blessed tine people and the
world, the Italian troops presenting arms, whilst the
Papal band played the Papal Hymn.
Even this spontaneous acclamation of the ordinary
Catholics was enhanced by the impressive changes that
one noticed in the Diplomatic Corps surrounding the Pope*
The previous Coronation had taken place in the first
months of the Great War* No one knaw on what side, if
any* Italy would come In* No one could tcii what would